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ABSTRACT

Education is a major constituent of human resouteeelopment and is thus basic to any progress aficroic
and social growth. It is indeed pathetic to saytthmthis globalization era the women are still time last benches in
education, health and socio-economic stages. Tiseat present a growing global recognition of thallinks between
education and development. The society shouldtplaake care of women’s aspirations and needs. Wksneglucation is
targeted by most educational policies becauseahk of it can be costly to overall developmentla®, both global and
regional attention is drawn towards eradicatingtdracy among women and reducing the constraintth@ir access to
education. This paper attempts at a diachronic,cdpsive, and analytical study of growth and deyetent of women's
education in Tamil Nadu with particular referenae $alem. The paper tries to show that expansiooppbrtunities is
crucial and inevitable in dealing with the problewrfseducational backwardness. This research aintake a fresh look at

the present situation of education among femal@samil Nadu primarily based on data provided in ©ensus of India.
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INTRODUCTION

Through the ages, women have played an extremgbpritant role particularly in the process of chamagel
development. The nation’s destiny is shaped thratggaducation and particularly, the women educatias importance.
Health, job, income, and education are four intpeshelent variables, which enable a woman to cling lm the socio-
economic ladder. An educated woman can ask forldrgetment in the family and the society, demamdequal rights
and protest against any kind of discrimination. &tion of a girl enables her to protest againstdagly marriage, which
is the root cause of her sufferings like ill-healtmalnutrition, a higher rate of infant mortalitpcaeven increased risk to
the life of the mother. Due to the lack of propelueation, most parents fail to recognize thatelitthother is not
adequately equipped to take care of the newbotd ohithat early marriage puts tremendous pressareae girl child to
lay adult roles quite early in life. Khan and Pand2012) research on the topic “Girls Dropout iadid spot on Indian
Education” have identified that low family incomieyolvement in activities of domestic chores, cafeyounger ones,
lack of interest in study, ill health of girl, ndyee attitude of society, fear of teacher, mentahdtility and early marriage
are prominent reasons of girl's dropout from scho@hmad (2012) has identified key links betweencatdion and

women empowerment and assessed the current sthe gender gap by measuring the extent to which emom India
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have achieved equality with men in terms of edocedi attainment and reducing the gender gap d¢\adl of education

would be a focus area.

Education is not a product to be purchased. Itasenor like a process. The process begins riglm ftonception
up to the last breath for learning never ends. Rdatation helps us to develop our sensitivityh iroblems outside. It
creates conditions for the development of a whaofespersonality so that a man/woman can contribigi@ér best to the

family, society and the nation.

Thankachan (2012) established a relationship betwit=racy rate and women'’s status in India anchébthat
Female literacy has positive relationship with sato, women’s economic status index, women’s daatiatus index,
women’s health status index, gross gender developméex and negative relationship with gender aigp index which
further indicate that enhancement of literacy etter way for gender development and promotingsthtus of women in
society and in the nation’s progress. Their edocatiad become a source of' moral danger, if' natcéumal vice, and only
dancing girls learned to read and write (Dubois6)9The importance of education to women was contyndebated as
redundant, for women in any case, were in a 'sihidomestic degradation and servitude (Dubois 190&) education
level of both men and women are considered asuthéaimental indicators of the developmental levebawplished by a

society.

Today, women have realized that they cannot rerffmiver confined to the kitchen and the four walftsthe
room. They want to play multifaceted roles to dffdee challenges emerging out of the socio-econarthanges taking
place in the country. There is a great awakeningr@mwomen. They have engaged themselves and tityaigbest to
become proficient in many activities and professidfith the adequate opportunities, they will dalithe best result with
their strength i.e. tolerance, honesty, hard warsoperation, adjustment and dependence, deteliotinaind self-
confidence. Education develops the personality mtidnality of individuals. It is Education thatqoresses women'’s
social as well as economic status. If a woman tsedocated she will not have self-confidence amdathility to handle
various situations. Women in our country are dertieel benefits of improvement in various aspectsfdet, after
Independence, there have been many changes idtlcat®nal field. But a considerable majority ofmen, particularly
from rural areas, continue to be either illiteratesemi-literate. Education liberates women formoigince and enhances
their self-esteem. It enables them to choose their way and look after their families in a betteaywIn the end, certain
some measures are proposed to overcome the tltgreoblem among women and to nurture their jourttayards a

noble life.
OBJECTIVES

* Tofind out the growth of women education in TaMédu.

« Toidentify the level of increase in women’s enrelthby higher secondary and higher education level.
Growth of Literacy in Tamil Nadu

Percentage share of Tamil Nadu in India’s populsc®&.96. There was observed a versatile growthhan t
educational institutions and organizations as aglstudents in current years. The growth and dpuedat of Tamil Nadu
in the literacy area have always been remarkabilemRhe details of districtwide effective ratesegivin Table 1.1, the

following features emerge.
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Education was provided exceptional importance lgyghvernment from time to time with its programnaesl
policies. Therefore, in current years the educatigstem prolonged swiftly with innovative technaksgyand implemented
innovative educational approaches. But the womedigcation remains underdeveloped. The followingsfand figures

shed light on the seriousness of the issue asasdlie task ahead.

Table 1: District Wise Effective Literacy Ratio of Female

District Total Literacy Rate | Female Literacy Rate | Literacy Percentage (%)
Kaniyakumari 15,67,580 775195 49.45
Chennai 38,50,472 1845974 47.94
Nilgiris 5,76,799 273550 47.42
Tuticorin 13,56,564 650477 47.95
Coimbatore 26,78,637 1260346 47.05
Kanchipuram 30,65,799 1431685 46.69
Nagapattinam 12,27,311 578056 47.09
Trichy 20,55,742 959617 46.67
Thiruvarur 9,60,036 449899 46.86
Thiruvallur 28,12,839 1306316 46.44
Thanjavur 18,02,291 850488 47.18
Tirunelveli 22,98,262 1074298 46.74
Madurai 22,48,749 1054118 46.87
Ramanathapuram 9,86,038 448341 45.46
Virudhunagar 14,21,270 648084 45.59
Sivagangai 9,76,384 439861 45.05
Tirupur 17,79,379 807347 45.37
Vellore 28,04,762 1282572 45.72
Cuddalore 18,49,805 830645 44.90
Theni 8,79,259 394012 44.81
Dindigul 15,07,310 676067 44.85
Pudukkottai 11,26,580 508959 45.17
Karur 7,41,610 331295 44.67
Namakkal 11,84,344 525112 44.33
Perambalur 3,79,797 169484 44.62
Erode 15,16,380 674652 44.49
Tiruvannamalai 16,53,284 727195 43.98
Salem 23,11,715 1010841 43.72
Avrialur 4,86,446 213388 43.86
Krishnagiri 12,16,436 533584 43.86
Villupuram 22,23,605 974999 43.84
Dharmapuri 8,67,631 392064 45.18

Source: Census of India 2011

Table 2: Rate of Women'’s Literacy in Tamil Nadu (1$1-2011)

Year | Total Literacy (%) | Female Literacy | Gap in Literacy Rate
1951 27.19 8.87 18.32
1961 40.41 15.34 25.07
1971 45.98 21.93 24.05
1981 56.39 29.79 26.60
1991 64.14 39.29 24.85
2001 74.86 54.17 21.69
2011 77.01 57.10 19.91

Source: Cessimdia
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Table 2 indicates the growth of literacy rates aditm to the last census India 2011. The gap tlest ¥8.32% in
1951 saw an increase of 25.07 % in 1961 and 26.i60%981. Later, there was seen gradual decreaibe inonsequent
years. The cause of downfall in the gap of literaaies among men and women is because of certai@rmyoental
interventions. It showed that nearly 46% of womsnaneducated. In the study period, the literaezg simplified 8.87%
to 57.10%, but the level fluctuated in both ways.

Table 3: Percentage of Women Enrolment in Higher Smndary and Higher Education Level

Year | Higher Secondary Level (%) | Higher Education Level (%)
1951 13.4 10.1
1961 20.6 16.3
1971 25.4 20.1
1981 29.7 26.6
1991 32.0 33.2
2001 38.7 39.3
2012 44.6 45.8

Source: &eted Educational Statistics, 2011-12

The involvement of girls in higher secondary andhleir educational level has been swelling progressiv
throughout the years. Since 1950-51, women invobmnin education has amplified multi folds.it hasreased from
13.4% to 44.6 % in higher secondary level, while lével increased from 10.1 %to 45.8% in highercation. Though,
the women'’s involvement and literacy is yet beld®bat both the levels. The literacy rate in théeskes improved from
8.87 % in 1951 to 57.10 % in the 2011 census asated in table 1.3. In this framework, the factacsountable for the

low female literacy are as provided below.
» Gender-based discrimination.
e Economic and social exploitation
» reduced enrolment of girls in schools because stiecasues
» High dropout level with Small retention rate.
» Very low access to information and decision-malpngcesses.
» Deficiency of female teachers in schools.
» Schools built in distant places etc.

The above-stated factors played a significantirolewered women literacy rate in Tamil Nadu. Prelsequite a
lot of technologies, expediency, regulations andreles are created for women education and sevevatemess
programmes associated with education is implemefatetbetter improvement yet, the old adaptationutiids are still
dominant in the minds of women, thus paving the vi@yvery low interest in education. As a conseaeenf these
factors, many women are trapped in a spiteful pepagating cycle and their incapability of purgueducation again

strengthens the stereotype of jobs amongst women.

Impact of Women Education
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Due to the growth of the educational level amoregywomen, there was a positive impact on women. &edc
women could lead to new social and economic lifeabguiring and attaining the following aspects. Véors education
should not create only good wives and mothers peagd in the past, but also enable them to becpralfied women as
well as responsible citizens. Each and every wostauld have the awareness of their rights and resipitities in
society and should have adequate opportunitiegtangolved in the social activities at the natiblesel. This could be
achieved only through 100% female literacy. Edaratias stressed social consciousness equally forewas well as
children. As females leave their homes to becomecadd, they attain an amplified wisdom of self-eam@ss and
aspiration to attain knowledge of a host of womés&ies. Education has promoted gender equalityhasdsought to
empower them as to decision making about themselesr families and their communities. The edumatihas
encouraged and inspired women to educate theidrelm) chiefly their girl children. It prepares womfor occupation.
The more education a woman gets, the more expsbieds to be in a good job. The important factat thrces more and
more women to employment is a hard economic nggeg&snployment has undoubtedly entailed economeedom to
women, if not fully at least partially. Economice&dom or access to self-generated income is coadides the major
means of empowerment of women in the urban middié lawer middle classes. The government of TamitiNa
established many schools for the educational dpwedmt of Tamil children especially girl children.oien education
makes women be equal with men in all positiorfse Trban women are entering into the men’s resensafind their
performance in this sphere is no longer inferiothtat of men. As a result of their entry into spédields, we have now

woman engineers, woman doctors, woman scientigtsjam technocrats, woman lawyers and woman politsgiatc.
Special Schemes for Girl Children Education Implemated
Special Incentive Scheme for Encouraging Girls Edwation:

Under the special scheme of encouraging girls eaucérought out by Hon’ble Chief Minister duringet last
regime, in order to ensure100% enrolment of ScteetiGlaste/Scheduled Tribe girls in schools, a suRsob00/- is given
for 10 months at the cost of Rs. 50/- per month6f@000 girls in classes Il to V of the acadenichlackward districts
such as

e Dharmapuri,

*  Thiruvannamalai,
+ Cuddalore,

*  Villupuram,

* Virudhunagar,

» Kanchipuram,

e Tiruvallur,

* Vellore,

+ Salem,

*  Namakkal,
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e Tiruchirapalli,
» Perambalur,

» Karur and

* Nagapattinam

Similarly to encourage the continuance of theirdis after entering VI standard, 30,000 Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe girls are given a sum oflB80/- at the rate of Rs. 100/- per month for 1Gths. An amount of
Rs. 6.00 crores are spent on this scheme for yaah Hon'ble Chief Minister has allotted Rs. 6d0res for it in the

present year too.
Supply of Free Bicycles Scheme:

Hon'’ble Chief Minister who is very concerned abthé educational development of Scheduled Castedbitdu:
Tribe girl children. A laudable scheme of supplyfiefe bicycles to Scheduled Caste/ Scheduled Bidtefduled Caste
Convert girls studying in XI and XIl Standards &reing implemented by the Adi-Dravida Welfare Schefe per this
scheme, 56,525 free bicycles were supplied to giusng the academic year 2001-2002 at a cost of7F&9 crores.
Similarly, 47,980 girls were supplied with free yites at a cost of Rs. 6.91 crores during the anadgear 2002-2003.

Incentives to Girl Students of Most Backward Classeand Communities:

Drop out in primary schools is quite common dueur@l poverty, particularly, among the girl childrbelonging
to Most Backward Classes and communities due tenppwand to encourage them to complete their stymlyo middle

school.
RECOMMENDATIONS

After prolonged and enlightened discussion on wdmeducation, the University Education Commissioade

the following recommendations:
* Ordinary amenities must be offered for women idegss.
» There should be no curtailment in educational ofymities for women but rather a great increaseeeded.

e There should be intelligent educational guidangegbalified men and women, to help women to gelearer
view of their real educational interest, to the ¢hat they shall not try to imitate men, but shidkire as good

education as men get.

* Women students, in general, should help to sde iibemal places in a nhormal society, both as eitz and as
women and to prepare for it, and college progranshesild be so designed that it will be possibletiem to do

SO.

»  With the help of educational counsel, the preval#ases and partialities against the study of horasagement
and economics must are overcome. Principles ofteousness, consideration and social concern aoghe

highlighted on the men in co-education colleges.

« Women professors, lecturers, and teachers shoul@ranerated the same salaries as male teacheesjdat

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us |




The Growth and Devel opment of Women Education 263
in India with Special Reference to Tamil Nadu

work.
CONCLUSIONS

Education is a milestone in a woman'’s life as itpemers them to face the challenges and to oppasdiféh
imposed on them. A great disparity is observed betwrural and urban women in every field of lifecdngse of the
disparity in education. Women living in urban ha@nmparatively come up in every field whereas woiinang in rural
areas are still backward. Education has no placéhfm. They are busy with the laborious work deldeg only on to
agricultural and cultivations which are also so gaabecause they are producing in the same oldecional methods.
Therefore, education for them is just literacy withany vision of higher education especially fesnahd so undergoing
the same traditional attitude of ignorance, lowrexay and poverty till today. It is true that womaflate have made their
presence felt, with a difference in every field.tYlrger populace undergoes non-education. Womast iine well-
educated for illiteracy eradication and to be adeaheconomically, politically and socially. The wiplging of girls by
parents and schools attitude towards girls shootda taken on the sympathetic ground always hay; should be treated
equally. Because, if girls are given sympathetiofa than they are already pre-supposed as weakgors of the society
which in the process of later life if not treatedike face lots of problem in understanding onesalbmen education in
Tamil Nadu is increasing but still many left unatled especially of higher education. Women mustmio¢ivated to
pursue higher education and utilize the visiondaaation. It is with the combined efforts of aletparents, teachers and

intellectuals and better policies, which will hétpthe upliftment of women education in the digtric
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